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It is HUD policy, per 24 CFR 58.5(i) that all properties receiving CDBG-DR funding be “free of hazardous materials, 
contamination, toxic chemicals and gases, and radioactive substances where a hazard could affect the health and 
safety of occupants or conflict with the intended utilization of the property.” Particular attention should be given to any 
proposed sites on or in the general proximity of such areas as dumps, landfills, industrial sites, or other locations that 
contain, or may have contained, hazardous wastes.”

Environmental review of housing and infrastructure projects shall include evaluation of previous uses of the site and other 
evidence of contamination on or near the site, to assure that occupants of proposed sites are not adversely affected by 
the hazards.  A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is required for all multi-family projects, but typically infrastructure 
projects can start with only a desktop level of review.  It is essential that responsible entities become familiar with the 
potential contamination, otherwise, liability costs and required property clean-up may be required. Site contamination 
hazards must be analyzed using current techniques by qualified professionals.  

Per HUD, sites known or suspected to be contaminated include but are not limited to sites listed on an EPA Superfund 
National Priorities or CERCLA List, sites located within 3,000 feet of a waste landfill, or sites with an underground storage 
tank. In addition to the HUD listed sites, the State of Texas (primarily TCEQ), regulates various remediation programs that, 
if located on or near a property considered for HUD funding, could impact the property in question.  The following table 
provides a list of federal and state databases that contain known or potential sites that could impact a property, as well 
as the appropriate recommended search radius for each listing.  This search radius distances referenced below are only 
recommended and should be followed when determined necessary.  Any proposed search distances must ensure that 
compliance with HUD’s contamination-free policy, located at 24 CFR 58.5(i)(2) is met.        

For projects that do not include multi-family development, compliance will first involve a desktop review of available 
hazards located within the recommended search radii listed above.  Data obtained during this process will be used to 
evaluate the potential for nearby contaminated, radioactive, or toxic sites to have adversely impacted the application 
property.  If any on-site or nearby contaminated sites impact HUD approved activities, mitigation might be required 
depending on the intended use of the proposed project, the direction, the transmissivity, the proximity and the use of the 
pathway vectors with respect to the location of the proposed project.
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The level of contamination screening will depend on the type of project.  As previously referenced, multi-family housing 
with five or more dwelling units require a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) to be completed.  All of the 
databases above will be included in the Phase I ESA and an initial adequate contamination assessment for the HUD 
Part 58 environmental document can be derived from the Phase I ESA.  If the Phase I ESA reports any Recognized 
Environmental Conditions (RECs) associated to the project, a Phase II ESA will be required.  A summary of the Phase I (and 
possibly Phase II) ESA, as well as any supplemental or additional documentation can be summarized in the HUD Part 58 
environmental worksheet, depending on the required level of review.  

For projects other than proposed multifamily development, a Phase I ESA may not be required; however, the ERR 
must still clearly demonstrate that the proposed development is clear of potential contamination and toxics impacts.   
At a minimum, HUD requires the following:

Field Visit 
A site reconnaissance of the project area needs to be conducted and any potential sources of contamination need to be 
clearly documented.  During the site reconnaissance, any odors, stained soil, stressed vegetation, indicators of a buried 
petroleum storage tank system, possible buried waste, or off-site sources should be clearly documented.  Photographs 
should be taken at the time of the site reconnaissance and included in the ERR.  

Historic Land Use 
The desktop review should clearly document if there are any possible sources of contamination related to past land uses, 
on and off property.  Examples of historical sources include historic aerial photographs, Sanborn maps, City Directories, 
owner/occupant interviews, and regulatory correspondence.  Any documentation reviewed should be included in the 
ERR.  

Environmental Compliance Search 
Applicable search radii and databases containing potential sources of contamination are referenced above.  Tools 
such as NEPAssist, online viewers, and TCEQ Central Registry are readily available for use; however, these tools 
must be appropriately used to produce an adequate contamination and toxics section.  Please note that NEPAssist 
is primarily a federal database source only and the state databases listed above are not included.  Several of the 
state databases listed above have online viewers associated to them.  For those that do not, TCEQ Central Registry can 
be used.  If TCEQ Central Registry is used, a specific address cannot be the focus of the search, as this will only show 
listing associated to the specific address.  The Central Registry search must only use city, county, zip code or other 
parameters that clearly show any database listings within the appropriate search radius from the property.  For 
example, if a county wide search is conducted for Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) sites, and this search encompasses 
the appropriate search radius, and no listings appear, it can be concluded that there are no VCP sites within the 
search radius and the property is clear of any impacts from a nearby VCP site.  

If NEPAssist is used in the ERR, print the report and provide an adequate summary of how the search was conducted 
and clear documentation on how any databases available in NEPAssist will not impact the property.  For TCEQ map 
viewers and TCEQ Central Registry, ample detail is also required.  Any available maps, database listings, and TCEQ 
Central Registry search pages should be included in the ERR.  Any listings that come up from the TCEQ Central 
Registry search should be labeled by distance from the property as well. Third party mapping and database search 
companies can also provide usable data, but this data is not complimentary, like the sources listed above. 

1. Field visit to be documented with a site visit form 
2. Historical land use search
3. Environmental compliance search
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The GLO Environmental Team will review the contamination and toxics section using the list of databases reference above 
to ensure compliance with this section.  An example table that can be used for the database review is shown below:

For projects other than multi-family, if warranted, a Phase I ESA and/or Phase II ESA may be necessary after a 
potential impact is documented; however, is not immediately required.  Questions can be directed to 
env.reviews@recovery.texas.gov.   
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