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Date/Time: 6/29/2018 / 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Location: 
Hilton Homewood Suites, 3000 Interstate 45 

North, Conroe, Texas 77303 

 

Notification consistent with GLO requirements will be provided on or before the following dates: 

 

Public Planning Meetings (4 total) & Public Hearings (2 total) will be posted simultaneously. 

 

Dates Personal Notice of Hearings will be sent to entities: 5/22/2018, 5/29/2018, 6/21/2018 

Dates Notice of Hearings will be published on the COG's Website: 5/22/2018 

Date Notice of Hearing will be published on Secretary of State Website: 5/22/2018 

Dates Notice of Hearings will be published in regional newspaper(s): 5/22/2018 

 

The COG understands public hearings shall be held at a time and location compliant with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act, and convenient to potential or actual beneficiaries. The hearing must include accommodations for persons with 

disabilities. The COG will accommodate these needs in the following ways: 

 

H-GAC will hold meetings at times and locations that are compliant with the American Disabilities Act and will provide 
for reasonable accommodations for persons attending H-GAC functions, in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Requests from persons needing special accommodations should be received by H-GAC staff 24-hours 
prior to the function. For more information, please email Kathy.Janhsen@h-gac.com for assistance. Sign language 
interpreters will be present at Public Planning Meetings (4 total) and Public Hearings (2 total). 

 

The COG understands its responsibility to provide interpretive services when a significant number of non-English 

speaking residents can be reasonably expected to participate in the public hearing. If these services are determined to be 

necessary, the COG will address this need as follows: 

 

The Public Planning Meetings (4 total) and Public Hearings (2 total) will be conducted in English; however, Spanish, 
Vietnamese and sign language interpreters will be available. 

Efforts Exceeding Minimum Participation Requirements 

The GLO has encouraged the COG to seek public participation when developing the method of distribution. In pursuit of 

this goal, the COG held additional meetings and took other additional actions as follows: 

 

As outlined on page 1, H-GAC will conduct five meetings open to the public on the draft Method of Distribution, four 
Public Planning Meetings to inform the draft and two Public Hearings during the public comment period in five 
different counties to better accommodate regional populations and encourage attendance. One invitation-only input 
session with regional and local advocacy groups will also occur to better inform the draft Method of Distribution. 
 
In addition, H-GAC will discuss the Method of Distribution at monthly H-GAC Board of Directors meetings and provide 
for public comment. H-GAC will also send out a letter to federal and state elected officials representing constituents in 
the project area, notifying them of the project, upcoming Public Planning Meetings (4 total) and Public Hearings (2 
total), and other pertinent project information. 
 

 



Appendix C – Public Participation Plan for Public Input Continuation 
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Public Participation Plan  
COG Method of Distribution 

Hurricane Harvey CDBG-Disaster Recovery Allocation 
Public Participation Continuation 

 

Summary Information 
Contact Information 

Council of Government (COG): Houston-Galveston Area Council 

Principle Contact Name, Title: Jeff Taebel, Community and Environmental Department Director 

Principle Contact Telephone: 713-993-4560 

Principle Contact Email: jeff.taebel@h-gac.com 

Principle Contact Address: 3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 120 

City, State, Zip: Houston, TX 77027 

 
Continuation of Public Participation for COG Method of Distribution of Hurricane 
Harvey CDBG Disaster Recovery Funds – Summary Form 

The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) Board of Directors approved a Method of Distribution (MOD) for 
approximately $241 million in Harvey recovery funds to support infrastructure projects and home buyouts/acquisitions 
outside the City of Houston and Harris County. The funds are part of the first round of Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds provided by the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development to support long-term recovery 
in Texas. The MOD underwent a rigorous public input process that went above and beyond the requirements of the 
State of Texas General Land Office.  Specific information, and city and county level allocations, can be viewed at www.h-
gac.com/harvey/cdbg-disaster-funds.  

The Texas General Land Office has reviewed the H-GAC Board-approved MOD and requested that H-GAC seek additional 
input on the Council of Government (COG) Method of Distribution for 2017 Hurricane Harvey CDBG-Disaster Recovery 
Allocation Summary Form (Summary Form) that accompanies the allocations. These forms focus on guidance supporting 
long-term recovery, affirmatively furthering fair housing, addressing unmet housing needs, and determining how 
economic revitalization and infrastructure activities contribute to long-term recovery. 

H-GAC is continuing our Citizen Participation process by seeking input to help inform guidance we will make available to 
local governments as they plan and prioritize use of their allocated CDBG Disaster Recovery infrastructure and home 
buyout/ acquisition funds. 

We are especially seeking input to the elements found on pages 5-8 of the Summary Form. We are not seeking 
comments on the H-GAC Board-approved allocation formula. 
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Citizen and Non-Governmental Organization Outreach 

H-GAC encourages citizens, with particular emphasis on persons of low-to-moderate income and other vulnerable 
populations to submit their views regarding community development and housing needs resulting from the disaster(s): 
 

The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) plans to conduct citizen and non-governmental outreach via: a) broad 
announcement of opportunities for public comment, including one scheduled meeting; and b) directly communicating 
with, faith-based organizations, housing and protected classes advocacy groups, community development 
organizations and other non-profits. 
 

a) H-GAC will implement a media campaign using local English and non-English newspapers to inform and invite 
the public to one public meeting and to participate in the public comment period. H-GAC will purchase public 
notices in advance of the public meeting in relevant Papers of General Circulation for all 12 eligible counties 
and identified non-English newspapers. A list of newspapers appears below. H-GAC will also provide press 
releases to all media outlets in the 13-county service area. H-GAC will post a notice of the public meeting and 
public comment period on the H-GAC website and in the H-GAC Community and Environmental Planning 
department newsletter. H-GAC will submit the notice to Texas General Land Office (GLO) representatives to 
post on the GLO website.  
 
H-GAC will accept written comments on the Council of Government (COG) Method of Distribution for 2017 
Hurricane Harvey CDBG-Disaster Recovery Allocation Summary Form (Summary Form) beginning at noon on 
Thursday, August 30, 2018, through noon Friday, September 14, 2018. A hard copy of the Summary Form will 
be made available for public inspection and comment at the H-GAC reception area at 3555 Timmons, Suite 
120, Houston, TX 77027 throughout the comment period. H-GAC will also accept public comments on the 
Summary Form via the project website during the same timeframe. 
 
Public Meeting:  

1. Date – September 10, 2018, 10 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Location – Houston-Galveston Area Council Offices, 
3555 Timmons Lane (2nd Floor Conference Room), Houston, TX, 77027.  

  
b) H-GAC will communicate with faith-based organizations, housing and protected classes advocacy groups, 

community development organizations. A detailed spreadsheet labeled “Public Participation Plan Database” is 
attached. Direct contact will be made by e-mail. H-GAC will encourage the above-referenced entities to 
broadly disseminate the announcements at gatherings and meetings, newsletters, email lists and bulletin 
board postings.  
 

c) H-GAC will submit all required documentation to the GLO as verification that the activities outlined in this 
plan were carried out. 
 

Newspapers of General Circulation and other identified non-English newspapers: 
 
Anahuac Progress 
Bay City Tribune 
Brazoria Facts 
Colorado County Citizen 
Conroe Courier 
Fort Bend Herald 
Forward Times 
Galveston County News 

Houston Chronicle 
Huntsville Item 
La Informacion 
Sealy News 
The Liberty County Vindicator 
Vietnam Moi News 
Waller Times 
Wharton Journal Spectator 

 

 



Page 3 
 

The following local organizations that provide services or housing for low-to-moderate income persons, including but not 
limited to, the local Public Housing Authorities, the local Health and Human Services offices, the local mental health and 
MHMR offices, Community Development Corporations and Community Housing Development Organizations, will 
receive written notification concerning the date, time, location and topics to be covered at the method of distribution 
public hearings: 
 

As mentioned in item (b) under the Citizen and Non-Governmental Organization Outreach section of this document, 
H-GAC will communicate with elected officials, city administrators, community development departments and 
housing authorities, local Health and Human Services offices, local mental health and MHMR offices, and 
representatives from the Local Union of Latin American Citizens (LULAC), Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund (MALDEF), the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Houston 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, African American Chamber of Commerce, and the Asian Chamber of Commerce and 
Disability Policy Consortium.  
 
A detailed spreadsheet labeled “Public Participation Plan Database” is attached. 

 
H-GAC acknowledges that language differences may play a role in effectively reaching non-English speaking residents. 
H-GAC will address these potential barriers by providing notification efforts as follows: 
 

H-GAC will employ American Sign Language, Spanish and Vietnamese interpreters at the public meeting. H-GAC will 
post notices of the public comment period and public meeting in non-English newspapers. 
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